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Ministers of Word & Sacrament Present 
 

Adams, Joel 
Amo, Evan 

Anderson, Carl 
Anderson, John 
Anderson, Kira 

Beal, Clover 
Bell, John 

Blackstock, Steve 
Boucher, Susan 
Cummins, Ian 
Davis, William 

Dempsey, Whitney 
Graber, Kim 

Hamer, Andrew 
Huff, Ruth McCollum 

Kim, Eunjoo 
McWilliams, Frances 

Mendez, Amy 
Meeks, Mark 

Mooney, Tim 
Poos-Benson, Steve 

Sandahl, Cody 
Sausville, gretchen 

Shaw, Kenneth 
Shrumm, Don 

Smith, Olivia Hudson 
Spotts, Christopher 

Spurlock, Justin 
Steinbacher, Paula 

Syrdal, Matt 
Taylor, Ashley 
Troxler, Loye 

VanderWal, Jill 
VanderWal, Scott 

Ward, Robert 
Westfall, Louise 
Wright, David 

Yu, John 
 

Honorably Retired Ministers of Word & Sacrament Present 
 

Barrett, Phillip 
Blackstock, Dwight 

Groff, Kent Ira 
Purvis-Smith, Terry 

Purvis-Smith, Virginia 
Sanders, William 
Stewart, Richard 

Taylor, Bruce 
 

Ruling Elder Commissioned/Eligible-Represented Churches 
Arvada (2) 
Ann Butcher 
Ken Furlow 
Bethel (2) – not represented 
Byers (1) 
Jeanne Harris 
Calvary (1) 
Diane Ritzdorf 
Capitol Heights (1) 
Jean Demmler 
Central (2) 
Celeste Habiger 
Rob Habiger 
Ch. of the Eternal Hills (2)  
Charles Henry 
Nancy Henry 
Church of the Hills (2) 
Richard Blodgett 
Judy Jensen 
Columbine United (2)  
Cindy Pickett 

Dean Pickett 
Eagle River (2) – not represented 
Elbert (1) – not represented 
Elizabeth (1) – not represented 
First Avenue (1) - not represented  
First Presbyterian –Aurora (1 
Andrew Thang 
First-Brighton (2) 
Jennifer Delgado 
Craig LeVere 
First Presbyterian – Englewood (2) 
Whitney Mayhew 
First Presbyterian – Georgetown (1) – not 
represented 
First Presbyterian - Golden (2) 
Barbara Duggan 
Chris McCarraher 
First Presbyterian – Leadville (1) – not 
represented  
First Presbyterian - Littleton (2) 
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Kathy McDaniel 
Genesis (1) 
Chuck Sparks 
Good Shepherd (2)  
Noel Matthews 
Joyce Matthews 
Grace (2) 
Fran Kuska 
Bill Walker 
Green Mountain (2) 
Pat Queen 
John Walp 
Iglesia Valverde (2) - not represented 
Kiowa Creek (1) – not represented 
Montbello United (2) – not represented 
Montview (4) 
Susan Boulden 
Peter Hulac 
Mountain View (1) 
Marcia Hall 
New Hope (3) 
Alice Aldridge-Dennis 
North Highland (1)  
Bob Springs 
Peoples (2) 
Vicki Terry 
Verniece Vafaedes 
Presbyterian Church of Covenant (2) 
Beth Carlisle 
Mike Norris 
Providence (2) – not represented 

Shepherd of the Hills (2) 
Karen Kingman 
Barry Stamp 
South Park (1)  
Georgia Comstock 
St. Andrew (1) 
Debbie Gile 
St. James (2) 
Neil Johnson 
Sharon Lynch  
St. Paul (2) 
Mary Ap 
Cleve Dixon 
Strasburg (1) 
Frederick Herr 
Trinity-Arvada (2) 
Michael McLane 
Mary Jo Shaw 
Trinity Church in the Pines (1) – not represented 
True Light (2) – not represented 
United Ch. of Idaho Springs (1) – not 
represented 
Wellshire (3) 
Matthew Kalan 
Rita Stagg 
Westminster (2) 
Richard Peterson 
Wheat Ridge (2) 
Anne Baker 
Ann Ludvigsen

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Corresponding Members 

Jessica Dixon 
Maria Shupe 

Lynn Smit 
 

Others Voting Members 
Wanda Beauman 

Jo Culbertson 
Nancy Dixon 
Gary Forbes 

Dave Goss 
Beth Hewlett 

Michael McLane 
Cindy Moorman 

Kendal Mullins 
Sandy Safford 

 

 
Visitors 

Doris Aldrich 
Gary Crownover 
Marny Eulberg 

Jon Girand 

Chip Horne 
Sherry Kenney 

Dick Lynch 
Adrian Miller 

Charla Musgrave 
Larry Musgrave 
Amanda Osenga 

Lisa Peterson 
Sandy Prouty Denise Shannon Mackenzie Ward 

 
SUMMARY 

Ruling Elders Present 50 
Ruling Elders Absent 30 

Ministers present (including retired) 46 
Ministers absent (excluding retired) 42 
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Corresponding Member 3 
Other Voting Members 10 

Visitors 16+36 Youth Triennium Delegates 
Total 161 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Opening: The meeting came to order at 5:35 p.m.  A quorum was present.  Moderator 
Wanda Beauman and Stated Clerk Olivia Hudson Smith were present. Moderator 
Beauman opened with prayer.   

Welcome and Opening Worship: Rev. gretchen Sausville, Pastor of Arvada Presbyterian 
Church welcomed the Assembly and provided logistical information about the facility.   

Preliminary Business (Omnibus Motion) 
The assembly approved these items: 

1. The Docket as distributed, with such changes as announced at the start of the 
Assembly.   

2. Enrollment of Corresponding Members who were introduced and who registered 
attendance at the registration table, were granted permission of the floor.  

3. Approve the minutes of the March 26, 2019 Presbytery Assembly.  
4. Affirmed the Stated Clerk Report: 

Order Dismissing Appeal 
The Rev. Joelle Brummett,  

Complainant-Appellant  
vs. 

The Presbytery of Denver for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),  
Respondent-Appellee 

 
This matter comes before the Permanent Judicial Commission of the Synod of 
the Rocky Mountains pursuant to its own motion after an interim order had been 
issued by the Moderator and Clerk of the Commission. 
 
The record discloses that this appeal was filed on or about December 7, 2018, 
and it was accepted by the PJC Moderator and Clerk on January 11, 2019. The 
Stated Clerk of the Synod notified the parties via registered mail sent March 1, 
2019 that the Record on Appeal was received on February 26, 2019. (D-
13.0303e) The Appellant received this notice on March 6, 2019 and had until 
April 5, 2019 to file a written brief, (D-13.0304). The Stated Clerk of the Synod 
received the brief, via email, on April 6, 2019 at 12:05am. The appellant 
acknowledged, via email and on Form 49, Certification of Service of Brief, that 
the submittal was late. The appellant did not request an extension of time or 
provide, in the opinion of the Moderator and Clerk of the Commission, a good 
cause for extension, The Commission considers the Complainant-Appellant's 
failure to file the brief in a timely fashion as a waiver of the right to file a brief and 
an abandonment of the appeal. (D-13.0304c). 
 
The order, issued on May 10, 2019, by the entire Permanent Judicial 
Commission of the Synod of the Rocky Mountains, confirms the interim order 
issued May 8, 2019. The Appeal is hereby dismissed. 
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Diane Kenning  
Permanent Judicial Commission Moderator 

 
5. Affirmed the Stated Clerk Report: Joelle Rae Brummett, renounced jurisdiction of 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) effective May 21, 2019, in accordance with G-
2.0509, Book of Order 2017-2019, The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), Part II.  

6. Affirmed the Stated Clerk Report:  An Investigative Committee has been formed. 
7. Affirmed the corporate officers for 2019 are: 

Wanda Beauman (President), Justin Spurlock (Vice-President), Olivia L. Hudson 
Smith (Secretary), and Joann Goss (Treasurer). 
Background:   This action reaffirms the authorization of persons by Presbytery to 
act as Presbytery’s agents according to the articles of incorporation.  Such 
authorization is often required at times of signing legal documents.  This action is 
taken annually or at times of change in officers. 

 
Welcome to new Ruling Elder commissioners and corresponding members: The 
Moderator welcomed new RE commissioners and corresponding members who introduced 
themselves or were introduced. 
 
The Assembly in Worship 
Worship was integrated into the business of the Assembly.  The Message “Speak Out: 
The Proclamation of Truth in the Face of Power” based on Deuteronomy 10:12-21 and 2 
Corinthians 5:16-21 was offered by Rev. Dr. Eunjoo Kim, Professor, Iliff School of 
Theology in concert with the 2019 Presbytery focus “Stand up, Speak out, Lead”.  Rev. 
Amy Mendez, Rev. Don Shrumm, Rev. Jemimah Ngatia, and a congregant from the 
Neema Fellowship assisted in the sermon.  Worship music was provided by Sarah 
Pieplow, accompanist for Arvada Presbyterian Church.    
          
Committee on Ministry  
Moderator, Sandy Safford introduced new at-large minister member Scott VanderWal, 
husband of Jill VanderWal, new associate pastor at Columbine United Church.   
 
Youth Triennium  
Sandy Safford and Cindy Moorman, Co-registars of the Denver delegation to the 
Presbyterian Youth Triennium introduced 36 of the 44 young people, their parents, and 
leaders.  The young people and leaders were commissioned and will travel to Purdue 
University in West Lafayette, Indiana to gather with young people from around the country, 
fellowshipping to the theme,“Here’s My Heart“.  
            
Nominating Committee  
Susan Boucher reported and moved on behalf of the committee for approval of RE Nancy 
Dixon, St. Paul Presbyterian Church, to fill the vacancy left by the departure of RE Ki Park.  
Approved. 
 
Highlands Joint Camp Committee                         
Maria Shupe reported about the upcoming “Peace Works” Highlands Summer Camp 2019 
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and Partnership Day Camps beginning in June.  She thanked the Presbytery for its 
generosity and continuing support, stressing the importance of the Highlands/Denver 
Presbytery partnership over the years and into the future.  The Highlands report is 
contained in the Assembly packet.      
 
Stated Clerk Report 
Olivia Hudson Smith brought a motion on behalf of the Committee on Ministry 
recommending the approval of an Administrative Commission to walk with North Highland 
Presbyterian Church, pursuant to G-3.0109b(5), Book of Order. Approved. Administrative 
Commission 

 North Highland Presbyterian Church 
The Committee on Ministry (COM) of the Presbytery of Denver requests that an 
Administrative Commission of no fewer than five members be formed to walk with North 
Highland Presbyterian Church, G-3.0109b(5), Book of Order.  If needed, members may be 
replaced by vote of COM upon the request of the commission. The commission will 
choose its own moderator and clerk, and may replace these upon vote of the commission. 
The Moderator of COM along with the Stated Clerk will appoint members of the 
commission.  
  
 The Commission shall have the following authority: 

• Inquire into and work with the session to develop and implement a ministry and 
financial plan for North Highlands Presbyterian Church (NHPC) going forward;  

• Work with the session in discerning the membership needs of the congregation; 
• Assume original jurisdiction if it is determined that the session, after thorough 

investigation, is unable or unwilling to manage wisely the affairs of the church 
particularly in regards to G-3.0201c, nurture of the covenant community of disciples 
of Christ; 

• Dissolve the pastoral relationship; 
• Inventory and receive all Session Records including rolls, retain church records to 

conclude the business of the church, and deposit with the stated clerk of the 
presbytery who will forward them to the Presbyterian Historical Society; 

• Grant letters of dismissal to members whose names are still on the roll, if it 
becomes necessary; members not dismissed to other churches will remain on a roll 
at the presbytery for two years after dissolution; 

• If it becomes necessary, take possession of all real and personal property, financial 
records, inventories of equipment, and arrange for transfer of title to the presbytery 
of all accounts and real property known to be in the possession of NHPC; under the 
constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) G-4.0203 all property held by or for a 
congregation, whether legal title is lodged in a corporation, a trustee or trustees, or 
an unincorporated association, and whether the property is used in programs of a 
congregation or of a higher council or retained for the production of income, is held 
in trust nevertheless for the use and benefit of the Presbyterian Church (USA);  

• If it becomes necessary, follow the attached Church Closing or Dissolution Task 
List. 
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Rationale: 
The Administrative Commission for North Highlands Presbyterian Church will function as 
representing the Presbytery of Denver. Working with the Pastor, Session, and 
Congregation to discern, develop and implement a ministry and financial plan going 
forward. Concerns to consider include the financial stability, future ministry in the 
community, ability to compensate their pastor and continued innovative and creative 
outreach & mission. 
 
The Administrative Commission for NHPC, will function for one year, will have a 
reimbursable expense budget of $500 for costs associated with carrying out the work of 
the commission, will have the Stated Clerk, Olivia L. Hudson Smith as a resource, and will 
make a final report to the Presbytery upon completion of its work. 

 
Church Closing or Dissolution Tasks 

Provide for the orderly transfer of real property 
• Research who holds title to the property. If church, transfer to Presbytery of Denver 

(PoD) and file with the City and County of Denver. 
• Submit property tax exemption application if quit-claimed to PoD. 
• Review any lease agreements for equipment; terminate or transfer to PoD. 
• Review any service contracts: terminate, transfer to PoD, or make changes 
• Change insurance to PoD. 
• Determine value of property for PoD accounting: appraisal? 
• Terminate phone/other in name of church. Machine message advises callers to 

contact PoD. 
• Contact any groups using church facility about change in ownership and 

management; determine contact person and disposition of any revenue 
• Collect all building keys 

 
Corporate Dissolution 

• Establish final date of dissolution 
• File with Secretary of State the forms for corporation dissolution effective that date. 
• File forms of dissolution with the PC(USA) 

 
Determine disposition of all financial assets and accounts 

• All debts to be paid including final quarterly payroll tax deposit, if any. 
• Memorial funds (if any) need to be distributed; families are to be notified regarding 

disposition of memorial fund of members. 
• Decision to be made on any other gifts. 
• After all expenses are met and gifts made, remaining fund are to be transferred to 

PoD to cover any unmet/unanticipated financial obligations incurred prior to 
dissolution. 

• Close bank accounts. 
 
Disposition of Moveable and Personal Property  

• Determine what personal property will be directly distributed and how this will be 
done. Provide PoD with instructions on disposition if not completed by dissolution. 
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Note: IRS regulations prohibit the passing of assets of a non-profit organization to 
an individual or a for-profit corporation. 

• Congregation needs to vote to approve a plan of distribution. 
• Session minutes are to stipulate that all personal/moveable property is given to PoD 

if not explicitly provided for or distributed. 
• Review disposition of property including music, choir material, kitchen, library, 

classrooms, office equipment, supplies, etc. 
 
Church Records and Historical Documentation  

• Update and close the session minute book and church register. Submit to PoD 
Stated Clerk for deposit at the Presbyterian Historical Society. 

• Review files and records, determining which material to be preserved, which to be 
submitted to the Presbyterian Historical Society, and which to be turned over to 
PoD for financial and historical reasons. 

• Decide on repository for historical materials (may not be PoD). 
• Gather memorial plaques and artifacts and decide disposition of them. 

 
Membership  

• Attend to the transfer of membership to other churches. The membership of those 
members not requesting a transfer at this time will be held by PoD for two years, 
during which time they may request a letter of transfer from PoD. 

• Arrange pastoral care for those members who are shut-ins or those not capable of 
transferring membership.  

• Discuss with Committee on Ministry any other pastoral concerns. 
 
Final Services and Celebrations  

• Plan and celebrate final worship service. 
• Plan a special recognition at Presbytery Assembly. Identify member participation. 

  
Presbytery of Zimbabwe and Denver Presbytery 
Dana Hughes commissioned Wanda Beauman, Ruth Huff, Rob Habiger, and Marny 
Eulberg, the 2019 partnership delegates who will travel to Zimbabwe in June 2019.  The 
visit will include an appointment with the United States Embassy to provide information 
about the partnership with the hope that it will reduce past difficulties with our Zimbabwean 
partners obtaining travel Visas.   
  
Treasurer    
Joann Goss reported that the Presbytery has received the first installment from the 
Colorado Trust.  Per Capita receipts were down for the month ending April 30, 2019, and 
Joann encouraged churches to continue both their per capita payments and mission 
giving. The total revenue for the month ending April 30, 2019, was $132,444, and the total 
expense was $160,125 resulting in a net loss of ($27,495).   
 
Transitional Presbytery Pastor 
Dana Hughes reported that the visioning team had its first meeting on May 23, 2019.  She 
announced the names of those serving, asked them to stand and be recognized and 
offered a prayer.   



The Presbytery of Denver | Stated Assembly Meeting | Tuesday, May 28, 2019 

Council Reports    
 
Finance and Property 
Pat Queen moved Council’s recommendation that the Presbytery accept the deemed 
appreciation of the Sheffield’s home at $69,283.50 as determined by Treasurer Joann 
Goss, and requested approval to accept the amount to satisfy the shared appreciation 
agreement entered into by the Presbytery with the Sheffield’s on January 1, 2003, in 
addition to the principal loan amount of $100,000.00 as payment in full. Approved.  
Pat moved Council’s recommendation that the former First Lakewood property be sold.  
Approved. Pat invited gretchen Sausville to report on the action of Arvada Presbyterian’s 
congregation voting in the affirmative to sale its property, an action to approve, which may 
become before the Council in June and the Assembly in August for further action.   
 
Mission and Ministry 
Jo Culbertson introduced a short video on the Malawi Mission Partnership.  John 
Anderson provided highlights of the ongoing work of the partnership.   
 
Adjournment: The Assembly adjourned with the Benediction by Rev. Dr. Eunjoo Kim at 
8:24 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Olivia L. Hudson Smith, 
Stated Clerk 
 

 


