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MINISTERS  24-Jan 
Feb 21 
Special 28-Mar 23-May 19-Aug 

Adams, Joel P  P P  
Aguilar, Claudia Rubalcava      
Amo, Evan P   P  
Anderson, John E.      
Beal, Clover P  P  P 
Bell, Diana      
Bell, John P  P   
Blackstock, Steven   P  P 
Boucher, Susan    P   
Bretz, Paul      
Buchanan, Amelia      
Buckley, Blair    P P P 
Cameron, Heather P P P P  
Cearley, Cynthia    P   
Cooper, Dee  P P P P P 
Cummins, Ian     P 
Darbonne, Wayne P  P P  
Davis, Katie Robb P  P  P 
Davis, William P  P   
Dempsey, Whitney P P P   
Doehring, Carrie    P P  
Douglass, Joanna P  P P P 
Emig, James    P  
Fenn, Julia P    P 
Friesema, Doug P P P  P 
Fry, Sheri P  P P P 
George, Mark     P  
Gifford, Lynn Bell P    P 
Girgis, Raafat  ~   P P 
Graber, Kim P  P P  
Heil, David P P P P  
Herrington, Leta P  P   
Hill, Kiersten      P 
Huff, Ruth McCollum P P  P P 
Irwin-Jordan, Rebecca P     
Kim, Eunjoo P  P   
Kim, Johann      
Kitchen, Patricia      
Koerner, Sandra      
Maldonado, Karla Lara     P 
Marshall, Peggy P     
McWilliams, Frances      
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Meeks, Mark P P P  P 
Parsons, Carol      
Peerbolte, Bethany P  P P P 
Pettit, David P P  P  
Poos-Benson, Stephen   P P  
Rabideau, Mark      
Reeves, Katherine      
Rodriguez, Fernando P P P P P 
Rosewall, Ann P P P  P 
Ross, John       
Sandahl, Cody      
Sausville, gretchen P  P P P 
Scheiber-Sjostrom, Anne   P   
Shaw, Kenny P  P P  
Shrumm, Don P P P P  
Smith, Olivia Hudson P P P   
Smith, Patrick P  P P  
Smith, Sandy P   P P 
Spotts, Chris  P P P P 
Spurlock, Justin P P P P P 
Steinbacher, Paula P  P  P 
Stuart, James      
Swaney, Julie      
Syrdal, Matthew P P    
Taylor, Ashley Seaman      
Traylor, Charles      
Troxler, Loye P P P P  
Van Deren, David P     
Vanderborgh, Susan      
VanderWal, Jill P  P P P 
VanderWal, Scott P     
Van Oort, Harlan P P P  P 
Velasco, Lemuel P   P  
Warntjes, Jordan P   P  
Westfall, Louise  P P P  
Whitehead, Jason P     
Wigger, J. Bradley      
Wilson, Gretchen Hope P P P P  
Wright, David P   P  
Yu, John P P P P P 

RETIRED-Ministers 24-Jan 
Feb 21 
Special 28-Mar 23-May 19-Aug 

Angus, Lawrence      
Avery, Lester F      
Avery, William Leslie      
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Bailey, Clover P    P 
Baird, John      
Barley, Kenneth      
Barrett, Phil      
Baxter, Steven      
Becker, David      
Beitzel, Christine P   P  
Blackstock, Dwight P P P P  
Bock, Paul      
Bollinger, Richard      
Calhoun, William      
Casberg, Sylvia      
de Bree, Thomas      
Dhonau, Donald      
Dixon, Miriam      
Flory, Robert P P P P  
Gallegos, Gary      
Gilliland, James      
Granath, Rolfe P   P  
Grimm, Larry      
Groff, Kent      
Grothe, Lance P P P P P 
Gwaltney, Robert      
Hampel, Robert      
Hanner, Alfred      
Hartman, David      
Henderson, Randi      
Heuer, Holly P     
Hogue, David   P P P P 
Hole, Jonathan      
Jacobsen, Martin      
Johnson, Robert      
Kane, Russ P     
Kelly, Jerry      
Kingsbury, Nancy      
Kugler, Burton      
Lafollette, Robert      
Lyons, Barbara Lefevre       
Lindsey, Suzanne      
Lodwick, Robert      
Lowell, Deanna P   P  
Mares, Joseph     P 
McDonald, J. Edgar      
McGinness, Heidi      
Melting, Marquita      
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Minear, John      
Mooney, Timothy      
Muldrow, Elizabeth      
Neal, Laurel Smith      
Neal, Thomas Fitz    P  
Ngatia, Jemimah     P 
New, Rebecca      
O'Lane, John P P P P  
Olthoff, Terry     P 
Oram, Robert      
Osenga, Amanda      P 
Park, Augustine      
Piper, Annie      
Piper, John      
Plummer, Stuart P P P   
Purvis-Smith, Terry P P P   
Purvis-Smith, Ginny   P   
Raath, Ethan       
Ritterson, Jane P     
Ross, Robert J. P  P P  
Sanders, William     P 
Schlenker, Janet       
Sewell, Rodney      
Shaffer, Patricia      
Smidt, H. John      
Smith, Parker       
Song, John P     
Spear, Bruce       
Stewart, Richard P  P   
Taylor, Bruce     P 
Thwaites, Edward      
Vestal, B. Clarke      
Vickstrom, Mark      
Warming, Patricia      
Wehrman, Karen      
Wolf, Pamela      
Woodson, Joseph      
Wright, John      
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Ruling Elder Commissioned/Eligible-Represented Churches (80 eligible) 

 
Bethel (2) - not represented 
Byers (1) 
Charla Musgrave 
Calvary (1) – not represented 
Capitol Heights (1) 
Bonnie Jensen 
Central (2) 
Celeste Habiger 
Ch. of the Eternal Hills (2) – not represented 
Church of the Hills (2) – not represented 
Community of Grace (3)  
Alan Krueger 
Michael Reed 
Jeffery Sneddon 
Columbine United (2) – not represented 
Eagle River (2) – not represented 
Elbert (1) – not represented 
Elizabeth (1) – not represented 
First Avenue (1) – not represented 
First PC–Aurora (1) – not represented 
First-Brighton (2) – not represented 
First PC – Englewood (2) – not represented 
First PC – Georgetown (1) – not represented  
First PC - Golden (2) – not represented 
First PC – Leadville (1) – not represented 
First PC - Littleton (2) – not represented 
Genesis (1) 
Chuck Sparks 
Good Shepherd (2)  
Joyce Matthews 
Noel Matthews 
Grace (2)  
Susan Pilcher 

Green Mountain (2) 
Sharon Blackstock 
Marcia Charlton 
Iglesia Valverde (2) not represented 
Montbello United (2) not represented 
Montview (4) 
Bob Horniak 
Beth Hulac 
Mountain View (1) – not represented 
New Hope (3) – not represented 
Peoples (2) – not represented 
Presbyterian Church of Covenant (2) 
Mike Norris 
Providence (2) – not represented 
Shepherd of the Hills (2) – not represented 
South Park (1) – not represented 
St. Andrew (1) – not represented 
St. James (2) – not represented 
St. Paul (2) 
Charles Daldry 
Nancy Dixon 
Strasburg (1) – not represented 
Trinity Church in the Pines (1) - not represented 
True Light (2) - not represented 
United Ch. of Idaho Springs (1) – not represented 
Wellshire (3) 
Paul Day-Lucore 
Rebecca Winslow 
Westminster (2) – not represented 
Wheat Ridge (2) – not represented 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Presbytery of Denver | Stated ON SITE Assembly | August 19, 2023 
Wild Animal Sanctuary, Keenesburg, CO 

 
 

 

Corresponding Members (1) 
Candice Sweet (Synod of Rocky Mountains) 

 
Others Voting Member (6) 

Tu Bui 
Beth Carlisle 
Nancy Dixon 
Rob Habiger 
Pat Queen 

Sandy Safford 
 

New Worshiping Communities 
Karla Lara Maldonado 

 

Others Present/Visitors (11) 
Kathy Elliot 

Jeanne Harris 
Beth Hewlett 

Jeanne Jeffas 
Cammie Latta 

Teddie McConnell 
Sarah Pascoe 

Brontë Shedden 
Randi Smith 

Mary Starmer 
Karen Yarberry 

 
SUMMARY 

Ruling Elders Present 19 
Ruling Elders Absent 61 

Ministers present (including retired) 36 
Ministers absent (excluding retired)  45 

Corresponding Member 1 
Other Voting Members 6 

(Others Present) Visitors 11 
Total Present 73 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 
Call to Order and Establishment of a Quorum: The meeting came to order at 10:00 
a.m. after an hour of exploration at the Wild Animal Sanctuary.  Moderator John Yu and 
Stated Clerk gretchen N. Sausville were present. A quorum was established. John 
shared that the Assembly would be using a timed docket. 

Opening Worship/Dee Cooper and Assembly Members 
Our worship was cultivated by our Lead Presbyter Dee Cooper with an invitation to rest, 
restore, recreate, reflect, and ponder how we can create sanctuary by allowing love to 
show us how to create a sanctuary for all. Sanctuary by Boulder singer songwriter 
Rebbeca Folsom was our opening song. 

https://youtu.be/H2d9UIKdGQM
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Land Acknowledgement and Prayer: 
Elder Candice Sweet, The Stated Clerk of the Synod of the Rocky Mountains opened 
the Assembly with a Land Acknowledgement. 
 
Welcome and Introduction of Corresponding and new Ruling Elders  
John welcomed corresponding members Rev. Gwynneth Livesay from Mission 
Presbytery and Elder Candice Sweet from Utah Presbytery.  
John reminded the Assembly who is eligible to vote and that New Worshiping 
Community representatives would have the opportunity to advise the Assembly, by 
casting an Advisory Recommendation before the Assembly members voted on each 
motion. Voting at this assembly would be done using animal sounds. 
 
Welcome and Introduction of New Minister Members: Sheri Fry and Sandy Safford 
Rev. Michelle Fincher, Pastor of Calvary Presbyterian Church and Rev. Karla Lara 
Maldonado, NWC Incubator Pastor, were introduced to the assembly and blessed for 
service.  
 
Preliminary Business (Omnibus Motion) 
The Assembly approved the following: 

1. Approve the Docket as distributed, with such changes as may be announced at the 
start of the assembly. 

2. Enroll the Corresponding Members that are introduced, and grant to them 
permission of the floor. The names and presbytery of membership of such persons 
must be written on the attendance roster or given to the Stated Clerk. 

3. Approve the minutes of the Stated Assembly May 23, 2023 Assembly as posted 
on the Presbytery website, except for any changes in the attendance roll that may be 
required. 

4. Receive the reports contained in the Assembly packet. 
5. Receive the Stated Clerk’s Report: The Church Leadership Connection (CLC) 

which is the Internet-based matching and referral system for call seekers in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) The old system from the 1990’s has been phased out 
with a new system that went live in June. The new system is different and the 
PC(USA) continues to work out the glitches. The Presbytery committees and staff, 
who work with the system, are available to support clergy and congregations as we 
learn this new platform together.  

6. Approve Motion from Visionary Leadership Commission that the presbytery 
allow Community of Grace to sell the former Arvada Presbyterian Church 
House for not less than 90% of the appraised value of $520,000 with proceeds 
to be handled as listed in the background information. Background: When 
Arvada Presbyterian Church sold the church building and property in 2019, the 
house on the property was not sold as it was a separate parcel of land. The current 
appraised value of the parcel is $520,000. Community of Grace (the new chartered 
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congregation from the merger of Trinity and Arvada Presbyterian Churches) is now 
requesting permission to sell the house.  Upon sale they plan to use 10% for 
mission, replace the boiler in the Community of Grace building, and invest the 
remainder.  

Agency Review Task Force (ARTF)/Visionary Leadership Commission: Rob 
Habiger 
Rob thanked the existing committees that continue to do their ministry as the new 
structure is built and until new committees are populated and equipped.  

Motion: The Visionary Leadership Commission recommends to the Presbytery 
the election of Louise Westfall (class of 2024)  to the Servant Leadership Development 
Committee. Approved. 
 
Ministry Relations Committee: Sheri Fry  
Kiersten Hill - Examination for Ordination 
Kiersten Hill, a candidate under care of Denver Presbytery and certified ready to receive 
a call, was examined for Ordination to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament by the 
Assembly.  

Motion: The Ministry Relations Committee recommends to the Presbytery the 
ordination of Kiersten Hill to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament as the Associate 
Pastor for Youth and Young Adults at Wellshire Presbyterian Church. Approved 
 
Rev. Chris Spotts, Moderator of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, offered 
prayer for Kiersten and her ministry. 
 
Scripture, Sermon, and Exploration in the spirit of Terra Divina | Dee Cooper 
Worship continued with a sermon and scripture from the book of Job. Dee reminded us 
of Job and how in the midst of deepest despair he was invited to learn, seek and ask 
from the animals. She shared that the animals had a great deal to teach us about taking 
risks into new ecosystems and structures and she invited us to go out among the 
animals in the spirit of Terra Divina which is a divine conversation with co-created 
beings and creation. The Assembly had time to go back outside among the animals- to 
wander, explore, observe, listen, imagine with curiosity, wonder, pray, ponder, and 
reflect about what we can learn from the animals about ourselves, our creation, our 
creator, and our call. 
 
Time of Engagement | John Yu 
Moderator John Yu invited the assembly to think about what transpired in this sacred 
time among the animals. The assembly pondered the following questions. What were 
some things that were heard, observed, and learned through these experiences? How 
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has God challenged you in these moments? How is God speaking to you through these 
animals, through nature, and through one another? How have you been challenged? 
John invited each individual to consider writing a letter to themselves about where God 
may be speaking to them. The letters will be mailed back to folks in the coming weeks. 
He also invited each participant to consider the 8 values of the Presbytery. Each person 
was given 3 animal stickers to place upon the values they believe God is telling the 
Presbytery to focus on. 
 The top 3 Values selected by the Assembly: 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging (DEIB) = 23 Votes 
Community-Focused = 22 Votes 
Letting Go = 21 Votes 

 
 
Servant Leadership Development (Committee on Representation): Nancy Dixon 
The number of commissioners Denver Presbytery sends to the General Assembly 
decreased, and only 1 Minister of Word and Sacrament and 1 Ruling Elder (RE) and 
alternates for each need to be elected.  We are still in need of a \ MWS Commissioner 
Alternate and a Young Adult Advisory Delegate for the General Assembly. The SLDC 
only received 1 female applicant for GA Commissioner and they wished to be an 
alternate. 
Two female Ministers of Word and Sacrament (Lynn Bell and Bethany Peerbolte) were 
nominated from the floor. Bethany Peerbolte was elected to be added to the slate for 
GA Alternate MWS. 
The Vice Moderator has to be a female Minister of Word and Sacrament based on the 
Ruling Elder/ Minister parity of the Presbytery.  
 

Motion: The Servant Leadership Development Committee (SLDC) recommends 
to the Presbytery the following names to be elected for service on the Ministry 
Preparation Committee: Cleve Dixon (class of 2024), Martin Cobb (class of 2024), C.J. 
Biewenga (class of 2025), Bruce Taylor (class of 2025). Approved 
 

Motion: The Servant Leadership Development Committee (SLDC) recommends 
to the Presbytery the following individuals to be elected as Commissioners to the 226th 
General Assembly: Commissioner Ruling Elder:  Jeff Sneddon (Church of the Eternal 
Hills), Commissioner Ruling Elder Alternate: Diane Ritzdorf (Calvary Presbyterian 
Church), Commissioner Minister of Word and SacramentBill Sanders (Honorably 
Retired), Commissioner Minister of Word and Sacrament: Bethany Peerbolte (Our 
Tapestry). Approved 
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Motion: The Servant Leadership Committee (SLDC) recommends to the 
Presbytery the Rev. Ruth McCollum Huff to be elected as Vice Moderator of Presbytery 
Assembly for 2024. Approved 
 
Treasurer Report: Sue Pilcher 
Our treasurer gave a brief oral report based on the financial documents in the Assembly 
Packet.  
 
Ministry Relations Committee | Sandy Safford 
Amanda Osenga - Examination for Ordination 
Amanda Osenga, a candidate under care of Atlanta Presbytery and certified ready to 
receive a call, was examined for Ordination to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament by 
the Assembly.  
 

Motion: The Ministry Relations Committee recommends to the Presbytery the 
ordination of Amanda Osenga to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament as the Associate 
Pastor for Youth and Families at Montview Boulevard Presbyterian. Approved
 
Sandy Safford offered prayer for Amanda and her ministry. 
 
 
Adjournment & Closing Prayer 
Moderator John Yu blessed the Assembly after a motion to adjourn was affirmed with 
the roar of bears. The Assembly adjourned at 12:07 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Rev. gretchen N. Sausville, Stated Clerk 
 

 

 

 


